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West but which maintains its executive offices in New York. Also they can distort issues with a cunning that can only be described as masterful, and with nonsequiturs of astounding range. One Tribune judgment is that "the line from Roosevelt to Bilbo ... is plain," in that FDR, "while posing as the great friend of the Negroes to win their votes, was seeing to it that their most virulent enemy was getting a bribe." Often the Tribune bows in the direction of New York:
Under the pretense of air raid precaution, a dictatorship has been established in New York City such as never has been dreamed of on this continent. Fiorello La Guardia has recruited a political force of 235,000 air raid wardens. There is no legal curb on the conduct of the wardens in pushing the citizenry around or insulting and molesting women . . . New York is now almost . . . completely under the tyrant's heel.
Once an editorial praised the British dominions for knowing more of liberty than England itself, except New Zealand "where liberty has been overthrown by Fascism (!) and enormous graft." The comment on Russia's entrance into the war against Japan ended with the paragraph, "Surely no one can find the slightest parallel between Stalin's announcement and Mussolini's attack on France after the fall of Paris." A few months later the paper was writing, "Conditions are so bad in Germany that our troops probably will soon be shooting hostages and then every ideal of the American Republic will go overboard."
About imperialism in any form, the Tribune can turn cogent phrases:
The Japanese are being used in Indo-China to help the British Indian troops kill the revolutionary natives until the French, now enjoying the privilege of stretching their legs out of German clutches and shooting their own people, can get back in force to say whose land Indo-China is.
On one occasion the Tribune admitted grudgingly that the only positive accomplishment of the UN so far is the replacement of the old mandate system by trusteeships. But, it goes on, "the change is in name only, not in actuality," and colonial exploitation still goes on. Then comes the remarkable conclusion:
It was for this that the fleet at Pearl Harbor was betrayed; that the garrison on Bataan was left to its fate; that a quarter of a million American boys were killed; that this nation was brought to the edge of bankruptcy. And it is for this that more than half a million of our young men have been snatched from school and productive work to learn immorality in garrisons overseas.
Tribune news columns can make fancy reading too. A recent dispatch from Paris, after the French Communists received a temporary setback,